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Preface 
This volume is the proceedings of an international colloquium held in honor of Claude 
Berge’s 70th birthdy, from the 27th to the 30th of August 1998. The meeting which took place in 
Leukerbad, a lovely village in the Swiss Alps, was the third international conference on Graphs 
and Optimization (GO-III Meeting) organized in Switzerland, and hosted fifty participan:s 
from twelve countries. 
The opening session took place in the Roman baths. ensuring a warm atmosphere in which to 
raise glasses of champagne and toast to the health of a vigorous seventy-year-old. This was the 
prelude to a week of intense scientific activity, most of the contributions to which arc contained 
in this volume. They cover a broad range of research areas from Graph Theory to Optimiza- 
tion, including, among other topics, perfect graphs and scheduling problems. 
Among the social activities of that week were a walk in beautiful (but wet) mountains, a meal 
in a panoramic restaurant (with the possibility to whet the appetite by wetting the whistle) and 
a visit to the Roman baths-yet another opportunity to get wet. But the most fitting moment 
was undoubtedly the banquet, during which each participant celebrated Claude Berge’s 
multi-faceted personality, including his interest in primitive arts, his taste. as member of 
OuLiPo (Ouvroir de LittCrature Potentielle), for potential literature and poetry. and naturalI! 
his contribution to science. 
The GO-III Meeting was organized by Alain Hertz and Sacha Varone (Ecole Polytechnique 
F&d&ale de Lausanne), and Bertrand Bugnon and Marino Widmer (Universitt de Fribourg). 
The organizers want to express their gratitude to the following Swiss organizations. who$,c 
support made this event possible: 
- 3e cycle romand de recherche op&ationnelle, 
- Dtpartement de 1’Instruction Publique de I’Etat du Valais. 
- Sociktt: de Banque Suisse, 
as well as the following individuals who provided invaluable help: Nadia Ruth (administrative 
tasks). Bkatrice Meichtry (social program) and Dominique de Werra (permanent help). 
The editors of this volume want to express their appreciation to the authors for the quality of 
their contributions, and to the referees for their careful, insightful and generally timely review<. 
Finally, many thanks to Professor Peter Hammer, Editor-in-Chief. and the staff of ni.sc~~,/c, 
Applied Mdwnatics, for their invaluable support and assistance. 
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